PRESS COMMUNIQUÉ 2004

Rapperswil Lake Zürich Holiday Region
Circus atmosphere and donkey trekking

Actually, there is always a hint of circus in the Rapperswil air. Guests will find, however, that there is much more to enjoy in Rapperswil than just the compact historic centre, inexorably linked with Circus Knie, Knie's Children's' Zoo and the Circus Museum. The whole region around Lake Zurich has not only its beautiful countryside to offer, but a wealth of fun and adventure activities for both children and grownups – and it is all within easy reach of Zurich. 

Back in the Middle Ages, the region was already familiar to many travellers from the North. Lake Zurich lies on the route taken by pilgrims many hundreds of years ago, as they passed through Rapperswil on their way to Santiago de Compostela and Jacob's grave. An unsafe, winding timber footbridge with loose planks helped them cross the lake in those days. Nowadays, a causeway, built in the nineteenth century and carrying a road and a railway, crosses the lake at its narrowest point between Rapperswil and Hurden. But the timber footbridge has come back too! It was only recently, in April 2001, that a new 841-metre long timber footbridge in a modern design, but still meandering, was opened on the site of its medieval predecessor. Strolling over it is a marvellous way to experience the countryside – walking in the middle of the lake, yet firmly anchored to both banks.

The historic town of Rapperswil

With the new footbridge, Rapperswil has, above all, gained a new attraction – and one that, incidentally, fits in excellently. The deep awareness of tradition is mirrored in the medieval face the town has preserved, notably its silhouette with many towers, but also in the courageous arrangement of its town square in a subdued modern fashion. The old buildings are tightly packed on the thin strip of land that juts out into the lake like a peninsula. Given its strategic position, control over the town was repeatedly the cause of disputes between competing rulers. These have given rise to numerous stories, which relate interesting, curious and entertaining escapades. During a guided tour past the Gothic town hall, the interlocking timber-framed houses facing the former pillory and the citadel, they all come back to life again. 

Like pets – the animals in Knie's Children's Zoo
Parents with children know Rapperswil best on account of Knie's Children's Zoo and the Circus Museum; in Switzerland, it is one of the musts for family outings. The Children's Zoo was founded in 1962 as an extension to circus animals' winter quarters and "retirement home" for those too old for circus antics. These two functions have been maintained, but today children and other visitors can get much closer to the animals than in most conventional zoos. The lamas and camels let the children stroke them; then there are elephant rides, and a special birthday kiss from a seal. No predatory animals or reptiles are kept in the zoo. Its affable director, Benjamin Sinniger, explains that "they are too dangerous for an experience of the close-up kind”. The animals to be found in the Aathal dinosaur museum, on the other hand, are far from dangerous, since they are "only" replicas and skeletons. Yet visitors have an excellent impression of how enormous and dangerous these prehistoric creatures were. They can learn how dinosaur remains are excavated and look over the shoulders of specialists preparing museum exhibits. 

Water slides in Europe's biggest fun bath
Just on the opposite side of the lake, Alpamare in Pfäffikon is well worth a visit. It is Europe's biggest active-leisure centre based on the theme of water with numerous attractions: the 100-metre long "Rio Mare" with its fast-flowing river currents, a wave pool with metre-high waves, an iodine-rich thermal saline pool and saunas. The biggest fun of all is to be had in the nine downhill tubular slides with a total length of 1400 metres. Their names are "Thriller", "Niagara", "Cresta Canyon" and "Cobra"; you slide down some of them on mats and the others in inflatable bobs. The latest chute creation has been christened "Balla Balla”. At 261 metres, it is Europe's longest water slide. Its operators claim it is the craziest too, with its numerous sudden surprises.

Now for something different: a slide without water
A different means of getting downhill fast has been set up on the Atzmännig near Goldingen. It is an exhilarating experience to speed through the curves of the 700-meter-long summer sledge run. A chairlift transports visitors sedately to the top of the run, from where they race down again by bob. The site's attractions also include playground slides with pipes and steep drops, a bungee trampoline and a Nautic Jet – plenty of additional fun for all members of the family. In winter, this turns into a relaxing ski centre, particularly popular with families, with three mechanical lifts and a total of eight kilometres of easy-to-medium ski slopes. 

Inline skating and donkey trekking

Lake Zurich is separated from its neighbouring lake, Walensee, by a stretch of flattish countryside, the Linth-Ebene, crossed by the Linth Canal. Its bird reserve is particularly famous for its storks, and the district has been traditionally popular with cyclists. More recently inline skaters have also learnt to appreciate its excellent network of asphalted paths. It's not even necessary to bring your own equipment; the specialist inline shop in Benken provides a convenient rental service. It is also the place to collect advice on routes, participate in courses or join an organised excursion. Nearby is Kari's trekking station, from where the qualified trekking guide takes organised groups up into the mountains by donkey.

Mine visits and Santa's house
The region around Lake Zurich still holds plenty more in store for young and old: guided tours on the mine railway through the former lignite workings near Horgen, summer excursions on paddle steamers on the lake itself and visits to many of the fine vineyards, followed by wine-tasting in one of several picturesque wine villages, dotted round the lake. Our Saint Nicholas (we call him "Samichlaus” in Switzerland) has a cottage in Benken; children will enjoy listening to fairy stories and receiving gifts in December.

Eating and sleeping for all tastes
The Rapperswil-Lake Zurich region boasts a huge range of gastronomic delights, hotels and other forms of overnight accommodation – from the designer hotel with gourmet cuisine right on the lakeside to a dormitory of straw on a farm, with a traditional substantial rustic breakfast to tuck into in the morning. For something different, excellent food can be combined with sleeping in style in a former Zurich Oberland textile mill with its austere decor. Gault-Millau's selection includes many of the restaurants around Lake Zurich, but there are numerous others that serve reasonably-priced traditional fare or regional specialities, and it would be a crime to forget the mountain-top restaurants with their sun-drenched panorama terraces offering stunning views of the alps.

Lakeside casino

At the start of November 2002, the "Casino Zürichsee” opened for business in the Hotel Seedamm Plaza in Pfäffikon. A special feature are its walls with life-like paintings and the objects scattered around it, which create the impression that the whole city of Zurich has been moved to the other end of the lake. The gaming tables offer gamblers the chance of a flutter on "American Roulette", "Black Jack" and "Tropical Stud Poker", or there's plenty of relaxing entertainment to be had on 150 slot machines.

Lake Zurich as a conference venue
The choice is yours: an ultra-modern seminar hotel, a bizarre factory building or the more luxurious ambiance of a casino? The upper part of Lake Zurich is particularly well endowed with meeting facilities of all kinds, so that it can fully satisfy the needs of guests attending seminars, congresses and conferences. Original social programmes can be put together to suit each event, such as a chocolate workshop or a "cow-milking olympics”. The region, in which nature is still intact, is easy to reach by public transport and has good connections to Zurich's international airport (45 minutes from Rapperswil). 
For more information: 
Tel.: +41 (0)848 811 500, 
E-Mail: info@zuerichsee.ch.
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For further information: 

Rapperswil Zürichsee Tourismus, Fischmarktplatz 1, Postfach 1001, 
CH-8640 Rapperswil, Tel.: +41 (0)848 811 500, Fax: + 41 (0)55 220 57 50, E-Mail: info@zuerichsee.ch, Internet: www.zuerichsee.ch
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